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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Title 15, chapter 2, article 1, Arizona Revised Statutes,
is amended by adding section 15-215, to read:

15-215. Innovation grants

A. THE INNOVATION GRANT PROGRAM IS ESTABLISHED IN THE STATE BOARD OF
EDUCATION. THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHALL DISTRIBUTE INNOVATION GRANTS
IN EACH OF THE FOLLOWING AREAS:

1. MATH AND SCIENCE ACHIEVEMENT AND LEARNING.

2. SMALL SCHOOL AND INDIVIDUALIZED LEARNING COMMUNITIES.

3. PARENT INFORMATION.

4. TECHNOLOGY IN THE CLASSROOM.

B. THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHALL DISTRIBUTE MATH AND SCIENCE
ACHIEVEMENT AND LEARNING INNOVATION GRANTS AS FOLLOWS:

1. THE STATE BOARD SHALL IDENTIFY PROMISING PRACTICES AND PROGRAMS FOR
MATH AND SCIENCE ACHIEVEMENT LEARNING.

2. THE STATE BOARD SHALL GIVE PRIORITY TO PROGRAMS THAT ENGAGE
STUDENTS AND PARENTS, INCORPORATE RESEARCH-BASED TEACHER PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT AND HOLD THE PROMISE OF ELIMINATING OR REDUCING ACHIEVEMENT
DISCREPANCIES AMONG GROUPS OF PUPILS.

3. THE STATE BOARD SHALL IDENTIFY REPORTING REQUIREMENTS TO ASSIST THE
STATE BOARD IN ASSESSING THE VALUE OF RETAINING A PROGRAM OR PRACTICE AND TO
CONSIDER THE STATEWIDE EXPANSION OF A PROGRAM OR PRACTICE.

4. THE STATE BOARD MAY AWARD NOT MORE THAN TWENTY-FIVE PER CENT OF THE
MONIES DISTRIBUTED PURSUANT TO THIS SUBSECTION TO SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL
DISTRICTS WITH EXCELLENT PROGRAMS TARGETED FOR REPLICATION TO ASSIST WITH
SUSTAINABILITY.

5. THE STATE BOARD SHALL NOT USE MORE THAN THREE PER CENT OF THE
MONIES APPROPRIATED FOR GRANTS PURSUANT TO THIS SUBSECTION FOR ADMINISTRATIVE
COSTS.

6. AFTER THE DISTRIBUTION OF MONIES PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPHS 1 AND 2 OF
THIS SUBSECTION, THE REMAINING MONIES DISTRIBUTED PURSUANT TO THIS SUBSECTION
SHALL BE USED TO PROVIDE PLANNING GRANTS AND RESOURCES FOR TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE TO SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS. THE STATE BOARD MAY AWARD SOME
OF THESE MONIES TO REGIONAL SERVICE AGENCIES THAT ARE CAPABLE OF PREPARING
LARGE NUMBERS OF SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO PLAN AND REPLICATE ONE OR
MORE BEST PRACTICES RELATED TO MATH OR SCIENCE.

C. THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHALL DISTRIBUTE SMALL SCHOOL AND
INDIVIDUALIZED LEARNING COMMUNITIES INNOVATION GRANTS AS FOLLOWS:

1. THE STATE BOARD SHALL IDENTIFY PROMISING PRACTICES AND PROGRAMS
THAT ASSIST SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS THAT WISH TO REORGANIZE TO CREATE
SMALLER LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS THAT ARE DESIGNED TO PROVIDE PUPILS WITH
INDIVIDUALIZED LEARNING AND ADDITIONAL TEACHER SUPPORT.

2. THE STATE BOARD MAY DISTRIBUTE GRANTS PURSUANT TO THIS SUBSECTION
TO SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS FOR PRACTICES OR PROGRAMS THAT ALLOW LARGE
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SCHOOLS TO REPLICATE THE PRACTICES OF SMALL LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS THAT ALLOW
FOR INDIVIDUALIZED LEARNING AND ADDITIONAL TEACHER SUPPORT OF ALL STUDENTS.

3. THE STATE BOARD MAY AWARD NOT MORE THAN TWENTY-FIVE PER CENT OF THE
MONIES DISTRIBUTED PURSUANT TO THIS SUBSECTION TO SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL
DISTRICTS WITH EXCELLENT PROGRAMS TARGETED FOR REPLICATION TO ASSIST WITH
SUSTAINABILITY.

4. THE STATE BOARD SHALL NOT USE MORE THAN THREE PER CENT OF THE
MONIES APPROPRIATED FOR GRANTS PURSUANT TO THIS SUBSECTION FOR ADMINISTRATIVE
COSTS.

5. AFTER THE DISTRIBUTION OF MONIES PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPHS 1 AND 2 OF
THIS SUBSECTION, THE REMAINING MONIES DISTRIBUTED PURSUANT TO THIS SUBSECTION
SHALL BE USED TO PROVIDE PLANNING GRANTS AND RESOURCES FOR TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE TO SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS.

D. THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHALL DISTRIBUTE PARENT INFORMATION
INNOVATION GRANTS AS FOLLOWS:

1. FIFTY PER CENT OF THE MONIES DISTRIBUTED PURSUANT TO THIS
SUBSECTION SHALL BE USED TO HELP SCHOOL DISTRICTS UPGRADE AND IMPROVE SCHOOL
WEB SITES AND SCHOOL DISTRICT WEB SITES TO PROVIDE PARENTS WITH IMPORTANT
INFORMATION REGARDING SCHOOL AND DISTRICT CALENDARS, INCLUDING EARLY RELEASE
AND BREAK DATES, TESTING DATES, DUE PROCESS POLICIES AND TEACHER SPECIFIC
HOMEWORK AND CLASSROOM ASSIGNMENT INFORMATION.

2. THE STATE BOARD SHALL REVIEW THE RESULTS OF THE UPGRADES AND
IMPROVEMENTS UNDERTAKEN BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS THAT RECEIVE GRANTS PURSUANT
TO THIS SUBSECTION, INCLUDING FEEDBACK FROM PARENTS, IN ORDER TO RECOMMEND
STATEWIDE MODELS TO ENHANCE PARENT FAMILIARITY AND EASE OF USE FOR WEB SITES.

3. FIFTY PER CENT OF THE MONIES DISTRIBUTED PURSUANT TO THIS
SUBSECTION SHALL BE USED, AFTER APPROVAL BY THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION, BY
THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO IMPROVE STATEWIDE INFORMATION SYSTEMS FOR
PARENTS. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL HOLD PARENT FOCUS GROUPS IN PREPARATION FOR
DESIGNING THE IMPROVEMENTS PRESCRIBED IN THIS PARAGRAPH. THE IMPROVEMENTS
PRESCRIBED IN THIS PARAGRAPH SHALL FOCUS ON THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION'S WEB
SITE AT WHICH INFORMATION REGARDING SCHOOL LOCATIONS, CHARACTERISTICS AND
REPORT CARDS ARE STORED. THE IMPROVEMENTS PRESCRIBED IN THIS PARAGRAPH SHALL
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:

(a) ENHANCEMENTS FOR PARENTS TO EASILY SEARCH BY COMMUNITY OR BY
SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR INFORMATION REGARDING SCHOOLS WITHIN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT
AND CHARTER SCHOOLS.

(b) UPGRADED SCHOOL REPORT CARDS TO PROVIDE MORE INFORMATION ON A
SCHOOL-BY-SCHOOL BASIS ON TEACHER RETENTION DATA AND CLASS SIZES.

(c) A FORMAT THAT IS EASY FOR PARENTS TO USE.

(d) A MANDATED TIMELINE FOR POSTING THE STATE’S ANNUAL REPORT AND
SCHOOL REPORT CARDS.

E. THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHALL DISTRIBUTE TECHNOLOGY IN THE
CLASSROOM INNOVATION GRANTS AS FOLLOWS:
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1. THE STATE BOARD SHALL IDENTIFY PROMISING PRACTICES AND PROGRAMS FOR
TECHNOLOGY IN THE CLASSROOM.

2. THE STATE BOARD SHALL DISTRIBUTE GRANTS PURSUANT TO THIS SUBSECTION
TO SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO PROVIDE REGIONAL TRAINING AND PLANNING TO
ACCELERATE THE SUCCESSFUL USE OF TECHNOLOGY IN THE CLASSROOM.

Sec. 2. Appropriation; purpose; exemption

A. The sum of $4,000,000 is appropriated from the state general fund
in fiscal year 2006-2007 to the state board of education for distribution of
innovation grants to schools and school districts as prescribed in section
15-215, Arizona Revised Statutes, as added by this act.

B. Of the monies appropriated pursuant to subsection A of this
section, the state board of education shall distribute $1,000,000 for each of
the four types of innovation grants prescribed in section 15-215, Arizona
Revised Statutes, as added by this act.

C. The appropriation made in subsection A of this section is exempt
from the provisions of section 35-190, Arizona Revised Statutes, relating to
lapsing of appropriations.
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